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Synopsis

The fascinating, true account of the quest for one of the Old Testament’s most infamous cities. Like
many modern-day Christians, Dr. Steven Collins struggled with what seemed to be a clash between
his belief in the Bible and the research regarding ancient history - a crisis of faith that inspired him to
put both his education and the Bible to the test by embarking on an expedition that has led to one of
the most exciting finds in recent archaeology. Recounting Dr. Collins’s quest for Sodom in absorbing
detail, this adventure-cum-memoir reflects the tensions that define Biblical archaeology as it
narrates a tale of discovery. The audiobook follows Dr. Collins as he tracks down Biblical,
archaeological, and geological clues to the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, narrowing down
the list of possible sites as he weighs evidence and battles skeptics. Finally, he arrives at a single
location that looms as the only option: a massive site called Tall el-Hammam in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan. Challenging the assumptions of academics around the world, Discovering the
City of Sodom may well inspire a revision of the history books. Dr. Collins has become a new voice
in the controversy over using the Bible as a credible source of understanding the past - and opened

a new chapter in the struggle over the soul of Biblical archaeology.
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Customer Reviews

This review, by Dr. Nicholson, has been provided courtesy of Desert Bible Institute
(www.desertbibleinstitute.com).One of the great advantages of Discovering the City of Sodom was

that not only did it take the topic of biblical archeology seriously, but it showed its audience how it



went about doing this. Dr. Collins and Dr. Scott methodically explain the process of academic
research and site excavation. This is of great advantage to the serious learner and provides their
audience with confidence in the evidence that they present. This unfortunately is the Achilles heel of
the audio version of this book since the acronyms abound and there is no quick reference chart to
refer back to which the hardcopy likely has provided.Sean Runnette does an excellent job in his
reading of the book. This is the first non-fiction book that | have heard him narrate, and he does a
first-class job. He was, of course, clear and consistent in his speech which makes him a pleasure to
listen to. He also has a very rich and dynamic way of presenting the characters in the narrative
sections of the book. The one distracting thing was that the authors should have considered revising
their book for an audio format. While abbreviations and acronyms smooth out reading, they become
confounding when several are used together in an audiobook.Perhaps the most controversial part of
the book was the sections presented in fictional format while supported with actual facts. Initially |
liked this and assumed that it was used to smooth out the technical aspects of the book and add
continuity to the book as a whole. As | got further into the book; however, this aspect became
confusing and a little distracting.
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